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REVIEWS AND BOOK NOTES 

A revised edition of Muzzey's "American History." 1 — The great army of 
users of Muzzey's American History will be delighted to know that the author 
has made a real revision of his standard textbook. In fact, he has done more 
than revise some sections ; he has actually rewritten them from the perspec- 
tive of 1920. This is especially true of the narrative since the presidency of 
Roosevelt which is brought to the opening months of this year. A final 
chapter of 41 pages is devoted to America's part in the world-war. This includes 
a full discussion of our attitude in going to war, the problems we faced in its suc- 
cessful prosecution, and our attitude toward the Treaty of Versailles. 

Changes in the earlier chapters of the book to accord fuller treatment to 
questions that have a bearing on contemporary problems include the following: 
more attention to industrial and commercial conditions at the opening of our 
history as a nation ; more discussion of the immigration to the United States 
that was taking place about the middle of the last century; and a full treatment 
of the conditions and problems with which the country had to deal during the 
period that followed the Civil War. 

Some of the outstanding features that the reader of the text in its new form 
will note are the emphasis on recent history and contemporary problems, 
the stress given to social and economic questions, the omission of minor happen- 
ings in the interest of a more adequate handling of essentials, the emphasis on 
causes rather than unrelated events, and the fascinating style that holds the 
reader's interest at all times. 



Socialized civics. — The demand for civics of the formal type is rapidly 
passing. Teachers are no longer content with texts in civics which emphasize 
the form of government at the expense of the function. Furthermore, there 
has grown up a demand during the past few years that the main object in teach- 
ing government should be "to inspire a respect for organized co-operation 
through government, and a willingness to do one's part in it. " A book which 

1 David Saville Muzzey, American History. Boston: Ginn & Co., 1920. 
Pp. lvi+537. $1.96. 
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is planned on this basic idea has recently appeared. 1 It is the belief of the 
author of this text that pupils must work with government as well as study 
it and by so doing become interested in it. He also believes that mere interest 
is insufficient. Worth-while teaching of government must lay down and fix 
in the minds of the students a few of the accepted principles of sound political 
co-operation. Some of these principles which have been woven into the 
author's discussion are the short-ballot principle, the principle of civil-service 
reform, the principle of the executive budget, and the principle of responsible 
leadership. 

The text is made up of five parts, each of which is an organic unit. Part I 
("Elements of Self -Government ") presents the elementary ideas of voluntary 
co-operation such as parliamentary law, the making of rules, the selection of 
officers, and the writing of constitutions. In Part II ("Self-Government in 
Cities") these elementary principles are applied to city government. A 
chapter each is devoted to the following topics: the world's work, the city, 
some public utilities, the disposal of waste, protection from fire and disorder, 
protection from disease, education and culture, the unfortunates, streets and 
parks, building zones or districts, travel and traffic, organizing the city govern- 
ment (two chapters), and the city's expenses. Part III (" Self -Government 
in States") presents the government of the states in much the same way as 
the government of the city is presented in Part II, but in less detail. Part IV 
("Self-Government in the United States") deals with such topics as our federal 
government, the union and the constitution, business in the union, education 
and health, federal law, the federal constitution, colonies and self-government, 
our foreign relations, and the expenses of our federal government. Part V 
(" Some General Ideas about Self-Government ") has a chapter each devoted to 
socialism and capitalism, parties and leaders, organized government, and real 
international law. 

At the end of each chapter are suggestions and questions. These are 
intended to suggest ways of working with government. They are very much 
worth while. The appendix of 68 pages contains a model city charter, a model 
state constitution, a recall petition, a petition for referendum, an initiative 
petition, and a discussion of some principles of political organization. The 
book is sure to take its place among the few best ones in its field. 



The Story of Modern Progress. — Eighteen years ago West's Modern History 
appeared. A few years later his Modern World was published. Both of these 
books have had a successful career. The world-war and subsequent happen- 
ings, however, have made necessary a radical revision of all European history 

1 Edgar Dawson, Organized Self-Government. New York: Henry Holt & Co., 
1920. Pp. xxiv+383. 



